
As always, I hope readers of our e-newsletters find this latest issue useful and informative as we 

highlight the different aspects of the City Attorney’s office and report on the accomplishments of 

our staff members. 

First, you can learn more about some big changes to our office as our Administration, Civil, and 

Claims Divisions have been relocated from City Hall to the newly renovated “old police building” 

at 77 North Front Street.  Our Real Estate Division also moved to this new location (please note 

that all sections of our Prosecutor Division remain at the Municipal Court House located at 375 

South High Street). 

As the legal advisors for all city departments and the more than 9000 employees working for the 

city, we are constantly looking for ways to innovate and take a proactive approach to minimizing 

the risk of liability and discipline.  We recently sponsored a Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 

seminar on the use of drug recognition experts in the prosecution of impaired driving cases in 

Ohio.  We have hired a new attorney who is helping add a new dimension to our work with the 

Columbus Division of Fire. 

I'm also proud to report that our Domestic Violence and Stalking Unit was chosen as this year's 

recipient of the Promising Practice Award given by the Ohio Attorney General's office during the 

Two Days in May annual conference on victim assistance.  Our chief of staff, Bill Hedrick, 

received an award earlier this spring for his “creative use of technology, resources, and 

community partnerships to improve services.”  

On a personal note, I want to thank the Columbus 

Board of Realtors for honoring me at their annual 

awards luncheon with their Citizen of the Year 

Award. 

A Word from City Attorney Pfeiffer 

Follow the Office of City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 
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Scenes from this year’s Columbus Board of Realtor’s annual 

award luncheon held earlier this spring at the Bridgewater 

Banquet and Conference Center.  City Attorney Pfeiffer was 

honored to receive the Citizen of the Year Award. 
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On the Move 

Operations spread out between two buildings 

and multiple floors have been consolidated with 

the relocation of the City Attorney’s 

Administration, Civil, Claims, and Real Estate 

Divisions to 77 North Front Street.  And 

while the address may be newly minted, the 

building itself is a mix of old and new. 

The building—colloquially known as the “old 

police headquarters”—resided at 120 West Gay 

Street since it opened in 1929 as a “sister” 

building to City Hall and was the headquarters of the Columbus Division of Police for over 

60 years.  For most purposes, the 98,500 square foot building effectively closed in 1991 

when the current Central Police Headquarters opened next door at 120 Marconi Boulevard. 

As part of a plan initiated over 25 years ago to 

create a customer-friendly municipal campus , 

the transformation of the old police building 

incorporated the existing architecture with 

modern construction technologies and “green” 

energy standards to create a building that is 

LEED (Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design) certified at the Silver 

Level, as determined by the U.S. Green Building Council.  The green features include: a glass 

facade and skylights to utilize more natural light; reduced flow plumbing components for 

water conservation; energy efficient lighting with occupancy sensors to reduce electricity 

consumption; a high efficiency geothermal HVAC system utilizing underground water wells; 

recycled asphalt products; and a reflective roof coating to increase cooling efficiency. 

With a new shell and new address, the building 

now totals more than 143,000 square feet and 

also is home to the departments of Public 

Safety, Human Resources, Income Tax, and 

Civil Service.  The City Attorney’s office is 

located on the fourth floor. 
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Mayor Coleman is pictured to the left along with mem-

bers of the design and construction team during the 

dedication of the renovated 77 North Front Street 

building earlier this Spring.  The building is LEED certi-

fied at the Silver Level for its energy conservation and 

“green” technology features. 

Entrance to the City Attorney’s new offices on the 

fourth floor of 77 North Front Street. 
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New Attorney Has Unique Perspective 

After just a few months on the job, new Assistant City Attorney 

Michael Halloran was already being assigned a role that had 

him helping provide instruction to 15 new paramedics and 18 

new recruits at the Columbus Division of Fire’s Training 

Bureau.  The topics of discussion centered around creating a 

critical clinical timeline from the beginning of patient care to 

the end when paramedics transfer a patient to a hospital 

emergency room. 

While discussing potentially life and death situations from a 

patient care, risk management, and litigation perspective may 

seem daunting for a brand new attorney, Halloran’s 

background and experience lend him a little extra credibility. 

He’s familiar with the city’s legal department, having served as 

a law clerk in the City Attorney’s office for two years prior to his promotion to full-time 

attorney.  But what distinguishes Halloran from most other young attorneys is the fact that 

he has been a certified firefighter since 2004 and continued to serve in a fire and EMS 

department near Springfield, Ohio while attending law school. 

He also has been serving since 2011 as an adjunct instructor at Clark State Community 

College, where he helps teach initial certification courses in the paramedic and EMS 

program. 

The sessions at the Columbus Division of Fire Training Bureau 

each lasted about 90 minutes, as Halloran covered the basic 

skills needed for quality medical documentation to help ensure 

critical information is provided to hospitals when receiving 

patients transported by paramedics.  He was joined by Assistant 

City Attorney Brad Hummel, who has six decades worth of 

litigation experience.   

They focused on the foundational elements of good pre-hospital 

patient care reports (i.e. understanding who is going to be reading the reports and what 

information they would be looking to find) in order to give medical providers a clear and 

precise record of patient assessment and treatment. 

Given Hummel’s experience defending medical providers and Halloran’s personal 

experience writing numerous patient care reports, they were able to provide several real-

world examples of the positive outcomes resulting from good reporting as well as the types 

of common documentation mistakes to avoid. 

Just as the City Attorney’s Police Legal Advisor Unit provides valuable legal assistance to 

Columbus police officers on a daily basis, the hope is that Michael Halloran will be able to 

continue using his unique experience to offer legal advice and training that helps firefighters 

understand their lawyers’ perspective better, and vice versa.  
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Assistant City Attorney Michael R. 

Halloran is a certified firefighter and 

a paramedic instructor. 
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Thousands of arrest warrants are issued in Franklin County each year, adding to a growing list of 

over 100,000 that are currently outstanding.  Bill R. Hedrick—who serves a dual role as City 

Attorney Chief of Staff and First Assistant in the Prosecutor Division—has dedicated himself to 

developing a comprehensive and multifaceted system to educate the public about criminal arrest 

warrants, to bring offenders to justice, and to reduce the amount of active warrants on the books. 

In recognition of these efforts, Mr. Hedrick received the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for his 

“creative use of technology, resources, and community partnerships to improve services” during 

this year’s City of Columbus Employee Recognition and Awards Ceremony. 

Hedrick was surprised and humbled to receive the award and was quick to thank Mayor Coleman 

for the recognition and also to acknowledge the many staff members and community partners he 

works with every day. 

Hedrick initially refashioned the 

City Attorney’s website to include 

an outstanding warrants section 

where “wanted posters” for an 

array of offenders are displayed 

and updated.  Providing 

information in this format has 

proven to be a safe and efficient 

way to help save resources and 

work hours, as the “public shame 

factor” has led to several offenders 

turning themselves in, which 

reduces the need to send law 

enforcement to execute the 

warrants. 

He expanded the warrant program 

in 2011 by establishing the 

“Fugitive of the Week” initiative—which uses social media channels to communicate and obtain 

information from the public to help apprehend alleged wrongdoers and alert the public about the 

potential danger of individuals who violate the law.  Since being launched, the “Fugitive of the 

Week” program has maintained more than a 75 percent success rate in bringing offenders to 

justice. 

Last year, Hedrick continued to expand the multimedia reach of the warrant program by working 

with C-TV to produce a new television show called “Fugitive Files.”  Based on a format similar to 

“America’s Most Wanted,” Hedrick hosts episodes that feature profiles on select individuals with 

outstanding warrants, such as the serial thief episode that shined light on offenders with 10 or 

more prior theft convictions who continue to steal from area retailers.  He usually comes in on his 

own time on weekends to research the cases and compiles the information used by the production 

team. 

Hedrick also works routinely with local media outlets to raise awareness about the plight of 

victims and to warn the public about particular crimes that appear to be trending in Central Ohio.  

Past examples include his work to bring attention to some of the most serious OVI repeat 

offenders in Central Ohio and his efforts to help expose a local Dyson vacuum cleaner theft ring, 

which garnered national media attention. 

City Attorney’s Warrant Program Garners Award 

City Attorney Pfeiffer joined Mayor Coleman in congratulating Bill Hedrick 

(middle) for his Award of Excellence for Outstanding Service.  Hedrick was 

recognized for his unique efforts to educate the public about why arrest 

warrants are issued and how they can be prevented, bringing fugitives to 

justice, and building a community network to help combat crime. 
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City Attorney Pfeiffer was honored to join 

fellow veterans and other elected officials 

onstage during County Recorder Terry 

Brown's announcement of a new document 

identification card for veterans that his office is 

now offering.  The new ID cards can help 

expedite the process for veterans to obtain 

discharge records they need to prove their 

eligibility for certain benefits earned through 

their military service. 

Director Anne Murray (far left) and other 

members of the Columbus City Attorney’s 

Domestic Violence and Stalking Unit received 

the Promising Practice Award from Ohio 

Attorney General Mike DeWine during the 

annual Two Days in May conference.  Our 

team was recognized for their continued 

efforts to protect victims. 

Staff member Abdi Abdullahi became a 

naturalized U.S. citizen in April. City 

Attorney Pfeiffer, Chief of Staff Hedrick, 

PRU Director Robert Tobias, and Jessica 

Cain attended the ceremony at the Federal 

Courthouse to help Abdi celebrate. 

Assistant City Attorney Brent Ralston (left) 

and Legal Secretary Amber Jones received 

certificates of recognition from Chief of Staff 

Hedrick for their continuous years of service 

to the City of Columbus. 
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C-TV producer Andy Stout and City Attorney 

Pfeiffer behind the scenes of another installment 

of our Just the Facts documentary series. 

We are currently working with members of the C-

TV crew on an episode detailing the 

comprehensive support network available to help 

protect victims. 

The episode will highlight the efforts of our 

Domestic Violence and Stalking Unit and the 

myriad community partners and other government 

agencies dedicated to curbing family violence.   

Police Legal Advisor Jeff Furbee is 

pictured here addressing 50 members of 

the police recruit class that started earlier 

this year.  Furbee and fellow Police Legal 

Advisor Steve Dunbar help instruct 

recruits, as well as provide continuing 

legal training and 24/7 “real-time” legal 

advice to current CPD officers. 

Russian officials from Volgograd (formerly known as Stalingrad) visited with City 

Attorney Pfeiffer earlier this year as part of the Columbus International Program's 

partnership with the Open World Leadership Center.  Open World promotes cultural 

exchange and understanding between U.S. and foreign local government officials. 
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The Franklinton Board of Trade invited 

Robert Tobias, Director of the 

Prosecution Resources Unit, to speak 

during one of their monthly meetings at 

Colombini's. 

Robert was joined by Jessica Cain, our 

new Lead Legal Intake Counselor, and 

engaged in a Q & A session about 

quality of life issues and dealing with 

crime. 

City Attorney 

Pfeiffer is pictured 

here addressing a 

group of law 

school students at 

the OSU Moritz 

College of Law. 

Chief of Staff Hedrick with Mercedes Wiley, 

an undergraduate student at Capital 

University. Mercedes visited our office and 

was able to observe the arraignment court 

and the Intake Unit. 

Students such as Mercedes who are 

interested in learning more about and the law 

and how our office operates should contact 

Mr. Hedrick at brhedrick@columbus.gov for 

more information. 
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It seems as though every office has an irascible yet affable 

curmudgeon and ours is no different.  Brad Hummel, an 

attorney with more than 50 years of legal experience, gladly fills 

the role of the good-natured grump in the Civil Division of the 

Columbus City Attorney’s office. 

While Brad began practicing law in 1960 and has stuck with the 

profession through many derivations, he wasn’t necessarily 

driven to become an attorney from an early age.  His father was 

a classically trained violinist who found work playing the 

trombone in various touring groups in the Big Band era, but 

Brad showed more aptitude for playing stickball near Franklin 

Park with his friends than practicing his piano lessons. 

After graduating early from East High School (one of his 

classmates was former Columbus Chief of Police James 

Jackson), Brad enrolled at Ohio State in March of 1951 with the 

intention of entering the Architectural Engineering program.  

Whether it was coincidence or not, Brad claims Ohio State 

eliminated the program later that summer.   

With his building design hopes dashed, Brad was told that in 

post-war America the future was in business so he proceeded to earn a Business degree with a 

minor in Accounting from OSU.  Following a two-year stint in the Air Force stationed at Gunter Air 

Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama, Brad decided to return to Columbus and give law school a try.  

He enrolled in the Fall of 1957 at the OSU College of Law (it wasn’t known as the Moritz College of 

Law back then—in fact, Michael E. Moritz was actually a year behind Brad in law school).  After 

nine straight quarters , Brad graduated and took a job as an assistant division attorney for Division 

6 of the Ohio Department of Highways (it wasn’t known as ODOT at the time).  Within six months, 

Brad was promoted to Division Attorney and worked on public right-of-way land acquisitions in 

preparation for the construction of I-71.  

In October of 1961, Brad was hired by then-United States Attorney Joe Kinneary (a JFK appointee) 

to serve as one of only two Assistant U.S. Attorneys assigned to the Columbus office of the Southern 

District of Ohio.  Brad spent the next six years working on mostly land acquisition matters and 

some criminal cases until the Fall of 1967 when he anticipated a forced “retirement” with the 

impending election of Richard M. Nixon and took a position with the law firm of Gingher & 

Christensen.  He spent the next 31 years in private practice, with a specialization in medical 

malpractice litigation.  Gingher & Christensen merged with Baker & Hostetler in the 1980s.  The 

firm had a mandatory retirement policy, which Brad was subjected to in 1998. 

But Brad was just getting started.  With his extensive and diverse legal background, he eventually 

joined the Columbus City Attorney’s office as a Litigation Attorney in 2000. 

Still going strong in his sixth decade as an attorney, Brad presumably has plenty of wisdom to 

impart upon law school students and young attorneys.  And he does.  But—given his distinctive air 

of ornery congeniality—just don’t expect him to offer any words of encouragement without some 

resistance.  When prodded, he reluctantly (with a glint in his eye) kept it simple and concise:  “there 

are no magical words of wisdom, just tell the truth and don’t misrepresent the facts.” 

Meet the Staff 

Brad Hummel 
Title: Assistant City Attorney 

Education: Ohio State University 

College of Law, LL.B.; Ohio State 

University, B.S.; East High School, 

Columbus, Ohio 
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Citizen Action 

Be on the lookout for the latest episode of Fugitive Files 

and learn more about our focus on falsification warrants.   

The Ohio Revised Code makes it a crime for someone to 

“knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or 

affirm the truth of a false statement previously made, 

when...[such] statement is made with the purpose to 

mislead a public official in performing the public official's 

official function.”  [ORC 2921.13(A3)]. 

This charge is often used for individuals who provide false insurance information or other 

fraudulent documents in an attempt to illegally obtain a driver's license from the BMV. 

This is a concern, as nationally it is estimated that one in seven drivers are uninsured and cost 

responsible motorists through the “uninsured motorist coverage” paid under most standard 

insurance policies.  The National Association of Insurance Commissioners estimates that those 

costs to responsible drivers could total as much as $10.8 billion each year. 

Unfortunately, Ohio is ahead of the national average as 16% 

percent—or nearly one in six drivers—are estimated to be 

driving without insurance according to the Insurance 

Research Council. 

In 2011, uninsured drivers were involved in over 48,000 

crashes that took place in Ohio according to the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety.  Uninsured drivers were at fault 

in about 76 percent of those crashes. 

Anyone with information on any of the individuals highlighted in Fugitive Files should contact 

Assistant City Prosecutor Bill Hedrick at 614.645.8874 or brhedrick@columbus.gov 

 

DWayne Burnett 

SELLeRs 

DOB: 2/14/1976  (Age 37) 

Height: 5’6” Weight: 190 

Hair: Black  Eyes: Brown 

Last Known Address: 

5264 Seisher Rd. Cols, OH  43213 

Case Number: 2012 CRB 023087 

wanted 
 

Kevin JAy 

LockHart 

DOB: 4/18/1961 (Age 52) 

Height: 5’9” Weight: 190 

Hair: Brown Eyes: Blue 

Last Known Address: 

680 Stewart Ave. Cols, OH  43206 

Case Number: 2012 CRB 026127 

wanted 
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Follow the Office of City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 
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